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The mmpas Cat.eopardus colocols a small cat that has been poorly studied despite its wide
distribution range in South America. It occurs in a great variety of habitats from northern Ecuador to
southern Argentina. Specifically, there is scarce information about its northern limitdisingbution
range, as well as its dry forest and desert populations.

Theproject started with the objective of assessing the distribution and possible threats of Pampas cats
in arid ecosystemsf Peru and Ecuadpsuch as theSeasonaDry forest and theSechura deserOur
hypothesis was that the probability of finding pampas cat was greater within the dry forest and lower
probability for theSechura desert, including its wetlands.

Sechura dsert Seasonallyry forest

We confirmed the presence gdampas cat inll localities for Peru and Ecuad@evenwithin the
Seasonallgry forest and four localities within the Sechurasert. Areas that call our attention were
the Bayovar mine and the lllescas Reserve Zbaeshenvironmens, with almost no vegetation, high
temperatures of 3§48°C, where freshwater gpproximately 35 km away.

During this project we trained four local students in the use of camera trapping techniques, and
interviewed 62 local people among farmetishermen, and hunters. Also we identified several threats
for pampas cats: capture for pet trade, presence of exotic mammals, pasture burning, deforestation,
and surprisingly not many people were familiar with this small cat.
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Study areaTheSechura desert anthe Seasonallgry forest of Peru and Ecuaddslack circles
indicate localities with pampas cat presence, while the white one means absence.

Biologystudents setting up camera traps
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Feral speciedonkeys, pigs, cats, goats and dogs.

Pastureburning



A 45 months old pampas cat captutéor the pet trade

Our second project is focusing on the most arid areas of the northern Peruvian range, the Sechura
desert, to investigate how these small cats cope with the lack of water, high temperatures, and to
identify important resources for this species survival.

We are using GR®llarsin two confirmed localities within the desert, one that can potentially provide
higher resources, the San Pedte Vicemangrove; and the lllescas Reserved Za@mea close to the
Ocean but far from freshwater sources and almostaidwf vegetation. So far we completed two field
trips, the first pilot had the objective to try different baits, such us live chickens, mice, rats, canned
tuna, and bobcat urine.

In San Pedro de Vice mangrove wilik traps to capture a pampas cat



